
Is Transcript Proofreading the Right
Money-Making Business for You?

by Elizabeth Wiegner

Hey there! Welcome to “Is Transcript Proofreading the Right Money-Making Business for

You?” where you’re going to learn what transcript proofreading is and if it’s the right side

hustle or even full-time business for you to start.

I’m Elizabeth Wiegner, the Proofreading Business Coach, and I help readers and grammar

lovers just like you learn how to start your successful transcript proofreading business so

you can work wherever, whenever you want. I’m also a transcript proofreader myself, and

it is my favorite way to proofread. I’ve been doing it for years, and I’m excited for you to

decide today if this is the right thing for you.

Now, I’m going to guess if you’re here that you and I have a little bit in common, actually a

lot in common. I’m guessing you love to read, always have. This is a picture of me when I

was little proofreading with my doll. You could have seen that a lot around the house. I was

always reading, and nothing’s changed.

And you probably have liked to read for a while too. You probably love grammar and

spelling. You’re always catching typos and grammar errors. You’re the go-to person in the

office or in your family to fix all the typos before they hit publish or they send an email, and

maybe you’re excited to do something new or more with your life. You’re fascinated with

the legal system, crime and mystery books, shows and podcasts. If you’re like me, then you

love Nancy Drew or Hardy Boy books. You’re always tuning in. If there’s a show to watch,

it’s going to be about serial killers or CSI, SVU. One of those shows, you’re going to be

watching them.

I also bet you’re here because you have a lot of the same frustrations that I had before I

started transcript proofreading too. I’m going to guess that, like me, you want out of your

current, soul-sucking, overwhelming job that you can’t stand, you hate showing up to

every day, and you want something different.

Or maybe you’re tired of living paycheck to paycheck, or you want financial security in

case you get laid off in today’s economy. Or maybe you want to do something for yourself.

Maybe you’re already a general proofreader, but you’re tired of marketing all the time and

not making the money that you want. I used to be a general proofreader too, and it just got
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a little overwhelming always having to finish one job and then start marketing for another

one.

Maybe you’re over having to ask your boss how you can use your time and want to be in

control of your own schedule. You’re tired of making sure you have enough sick time; or

can I really take that vacation I want at this time because I have to run it by HR or run it by

my boss first? Maybe you want to stay home with your kids as they grow up. Maybe you

just had a baby, or you’re missing out on all those opportunities that you want to be there

for your kids, and you want to know a way that you can make that happen.

Maybe you’re over the boring, expensive, gas-guzzling commute. You want to pay off your

car, your credit cards, your mortgage, live that debt-free life. Maybe you’re sick and tired

of other people telling you what to do and how to live your life. I grew up with a lot of

rules, and when I got to be an adult, I was like, I am not going to have other people telling

me what to do, and I needed to find a life where I could be my own boss and do that.

Maybe you want financial security as you head into retirement or you don’t want to be

tied down anywhere. You want to be able to go on vacation when you want, travel around

in an RV, travel the world, not just stay in the United States but maybe travel the world.

Or maybe, deep down inside, you know that you’re meant for something bigger and more

fulfilling in your life where you can live your life on your terms, and that may be–you may

relate to a lot of these, but that may be the most underlying thing where you know that

you can do more than show up in a 9-to-5 job working for another boss, stressing about

how you’re going to pay your next credit card bill, how you’re going to be able to take your

next vacation because your boss might not approve your time off.

You know that you are made for bigger and better things where you can spend life doing

what you want to do with your life instead of on someone else’s schedule.

So I have a question for you. I mentioned quite a few things right there, and I’m wondering

why are you wanting something different for your life? It could be one of those things I

mentioned. It could be something completely different. But I want to know why you are

here right now.

Just think about that. Tuck it away in the back of your head as you’re going through

because I know there’s a reason that you signed up to join me today for the next few

minutes as we go through about transcript proofreading.
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Before I started transcript proofreading, I was struggling too, so if one of those or multiple

of those that I listed really resonated with you and you’re like, I get it, I was there too. So I

hear you.

I started general proofreading right out of high school. I mixed in tutoring and writing and

online team management for income, and I loved it. But then I got married, and I decided

that for some reason I wanted to put proofreading on the back burner and try corporate

life because that’s what everybody says you have to do if you want to be successful -- have

an office with a view, work your way up the corporate ladder.

And the problem was I had dropped out of college, and I didn’t have a degree, and when

you’re trying to work your way up the corporate ladder these days, it’s kind of hard if you

don’t have a degree.

My husband and I were struggling really hard to make ends meet. At one point, I was

actually working three jobs at once. We still weren’t able to hardly pay our utility bills. I

was having to keep the air conditioner way up. It was super hot in the house.

Our landlords came over one time, and they were like, why is it so hot? And they actually

gave us a free month of rent because they realized that we were just struggling so much

financially even working three jobs.

And I realized that something needed to change. I had lost my way, and then I came across

transcript proofreading, and it instantly grabbed my attention because I love to proofread.

Hello, that’s what I did before I decided to try corporate life.

I loved mysteries, crime shows, anything legal, and I wanted something, more than

anything, that gave me steady income where I didn’t have to stress over how I was going to

pay the bills. I didn’t have to report to a boss. I didn’t have to try to commute to three

different jobs nearly every single day to try to make ends meet, and I knew transcript

proofreading, when I heard about it, was my ticket to the life that I so desperately needed.

And so I learned about transcript proofreading. I was super excited about it, but let me tell

you all there was a lot of trial and error. There was a lot of overwhelm, tears, setbacks,

frustrations as I was trying to figure out how to transcript proofread, how to run my

business, how to get clients, how to keep clients. It was exhausting.

But I finally made it work, and since then, I’ve made thousands monthly. As just a

transcript proofreader, I’ve found my passion in life again. I’ve created my own schedule. I
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didn’t have to ask a boss when I could take time off, when I had to take an extended break

if I needed.

I didn’t have to worry about calling in if I wasn’t feeling well that day, so I created my own

schedule. I made any place I wanted into an office. I didn’t have to worry about trying to

get an office with a view or being stuck in a cubicle.

And one of the biggest things to me is I ditched being told what to do. I could set up my life,

live it on my terms. My life was completely turned around by becoming a transcript

proofreader.

I went from working three jobs, stressing like crazy every time a bill came around trying to

make ends meet to having the freedom to live the life that I wanted and do what I actually

loved to do for a living as a transcript proofreader.

And now, as the Proofreading Business Coach, I teach others like you how to do the same

so that you can escape the life you’re buried in and find joy and freedom doing what you

love all without the stress, overwhelm, trial, and error that I went through starting my

business.

It wasn’t very fun, y’all, trying to figure it out on my own, and so since you’re here already

feeling at home, then transcript proofreading could be your ticket to the life you’re ready

to live.

You can proofread for court reporters, get a behind-the-scenes look at our legal system,

and make money when you want, where you want just like I learned how to do. But again,

with all that -- without all the tears and frustration that I went to too.

So before we get more in, I have another question for you. And that is if you decide to

become a transcript proofreader, how much money do you want to make in the next few

months or even years ahead?

I mentioned I could make a few thousands dollars a month as a full-time proofreader.

What are your goals? Maybe your goal is you just need to bring in a couple extra, maybe

$500 a month to help make ends meet or get to do what you want more with your life,

maybe plan on vacations, buy extra Christmas presents. Or maybe you’re looking to make

the transition where you can do more.
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What about you -- you specifically because I’m concentrating on what you want and need

out of your life. What is it that you want to make as a transcript proofreader? And as you

think about that, we’re going to talk about what transcript proofreading is and what your

role as a transcript proofreader is so that you know, you can get an idea if this sounds like

something that is extra fun that you want to get into and do.

You’re going to learn what you’ll love about transcript proofreading, some of the things

that I’ve loved, what my graduates have told me they’ve loved, and you can get excited

about making that happen. You can actually see that it can happen in your life too. It’s

happened in mine. It’s happened in my graduate’s, and I know it can happen in yours too.

I’m going to also answer some common questions about transcript proofreading and

getting started because I know that you have questions about, well, what about this? Or

what about that? And we’re going to cover those today. And then we’re going to decide if

Learn How to Be a Transcript Proofreader is the right next step for you to get started.

All right, so let’s dive in. What is transcript proofreading? So transcripts are verbatim

documents of the spoken word that the court reporter writes during legal proceedings.

So before I get too much further, let’s discuss what court reporters are, and usually they’re

abbreviated as CRs. They’re called the guardians of the record, and they’re responsible for

flawlessly transcribing the verbatim spoken word when they go into a legal proceeding.

And that can be either in court when they’re discussing murder trials or divorces or

anything that you go to court for. Or they can also be where they go into all the

depositions and the stuff that happens before a trial where they have to gather evidence,

talk to witnesses, find out what kind of case they’re going to be trying. The attorneys want

to know.

The court reporters are there writing all that down, and it’s extremely important that the

transcripts are verbatim of what the person, what the witness is saying, so that way,

attorneys know how to prepare for their trial, and they have accurate testimony to bring

to the jury or the judge when they get into the courtroom.

And as a transcript proofreader, you are working on -- you work directly with court

reporters to proofread those transcripts that they create. So it’s your job to help make

sure their transcripts are turn-in ready for their attorney clients.
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So that means catching spelling errors, their typos, catching spacing and formatting issues

and making sure that the correct words are in there and the punctuation is correct. That’s

what we, as proofreaders, get to do.

Now, transcripts are unlike any other written material that proofreaders proof. A lot of

times, when you think proofreading, you think about proofreading books or websites or

social media posts or getting to proofread blog posts or emails that go out.

Transcripts are very different from anything else like that. You proofread transcripts for

readability rather than perfect grammar because court reporters take down the verbatim

spoken word, and as you know, sometimes grammar is all over the place when we start

talking. We change our thoughts. We have -- we mix our words around. We start and stop.

And as court reporters, they have to take down exactly like if they were taking down what

I was saying now. They’d have to take down all my starts and stops and exactly how I’m

wording things. They can’t make it sound and look perfect because that’s not verbatim.

They’re taking away from what the witness actually said.

So you have to proofread without changing anything that they’re saying. You have to

proofread primarily for readability, to make sure that when the attorney or the witness or

even the judge goes back through, they can tell what I was trying to say and make it as

readable as possible so they can read through it and find exactly what they need.

It’s a very unique skill. It’s one that takes very specific training, but it is fun. I’ve loved it. I

used to be a general proofreader as I mentioned, and I actually love transcript

proofreading head and shoulders above general proofreading because it’s just so unique

trying to make verbatim spoken word readable to whoever is going to read it next.

Now, the next question is, what can I love about transcript proofreading? Okay. You’ve

told me what it is, but what is it that I’m going to actually like about it? So as a transcript

proofreader, you get to set your own schedule and work whenever works best for you.

So if you’re a night owl, you can work at night. If you’re a morning person, work in the

morning. If you like that sweet spot right in the middle of the day, then you work in the

middle of the day.

You don’t have to report to a boss, headbutt with them, or feel belittled by a boss, and one

of my graduates right there, as you can see, sent me a message saying, “I love not having to
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answer to anyone but me.” That was one of the things that she was excited about being a

transcript proofreader that she highlighted that she loved.

And you can work wherever you want: from your couch, in an airplane, school pick-up

lines that can take forever, if you like to vacation on the beach, if you like to travel in an RV

or go to other countries.

You can work wherever you want. My favorite spot to proofread is actually on the corner

of my couch, but if you’re more adventurous than I am or you have a little bit more of a life

where you’re coming and going, you can just take your laptop or your iPad with you and

proof anywhere you want.

And there’s no phone work. Y’all, you don’t have to worry about picking the phone up to

find clients, to talk to clients, to confirm jobs. There is no phone work necessary. I do not

like talking on the phone, and I know a lot of people don’t like it either. So this could be one

thing where you’re like, yes, this is the best thing I’ve heard. I don’t have to talk on the

phone.

And you don’t have to worry about having the house perfectly quiet either if -- when you

have phone jobs it’s one thing you have to do. A lot of times jobs will ask you, well, if you’re

going to be talking on the phone, you need to make sure there’s no background noise. And

if you have lots of dogs or kids, it’s kind of hard to make your background perfectly quiet,

so you don’t have to worry about that.

And another thing that’s really fun is you actually get to read for a living. I mentioned at

the beginning I’ve always loved to read since I was little, and I’m sure if you’re here, you

love to read too. And it’s like, oh, I can actually make money doing something that I love to

do.

You don’t have to worry about wearing a dress code. I used to work at a place that had a

16-page dress code guideline. It was awful and extremely uncomfortable coming to work

every day in skirts and jackets and pantyhose and heels, not very fun. So you don’t have to

worry about a dress code. You can wear whatever you want when you’re proofreading.

You’ll also love the financial security that comes knowing you can make money when you

need it. If you have a month where you know you’re going to need extra money coming in,

or maybe you’re getting towards a birthday or a holiday or a vacation, just take on more

work.
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And if you’re going -- and then when you’re on vacation and you don’t have as much time

to proofread, then cut back a little bit. There’s a lot of flexibility on when you need to work

and how much money you need to make. You can set those guidelines and do it.

You also have the power, the freedom, and the confidence that comes from owning your

own business. There is nothing quite like that feeling of I own a business; I can make

money on my own.

It is a very powerful feeling, a very confident feeling knowing that no matter what happens

in life, maybe -- and we never want this to happen, but if there’s a divorce or a death or you

get laid off from your job, you know that you can still take care of yourself and your family,

and that is such a good feeling. It’s such a comforting feeling, a confident feeling.

And you can know that, as a transcript proofreader, you’re making a difference in other

people’s lives. You’re making a difference in your court reporters’ lives. Your business has a

ripple effect far beyond you.

I’ve included a couple of these screenshots here on a couple proofreaders -- or a couple

court reporters that gave me some feedback on proofreading with me, and it’s so good to

know that not only am I making a difference in my life, I’m making a difference in my

family’s life, being able to help provide for them, have extra money there as needed.

I’m also making a difference in my court reporters’ lives, and the lives that my court

reporters touch, they have family members too. They have people who are close to them,

and knowing that I’m able to make a difference in their life which, in turn, makes a

difference in their family’s life, that feeling is so hard to beat, knowing that you’re helping

yourself and your family and others too.

I have to share Lisa’s story. She’s one of my graduates. When she started proofreading, my

proofreading course, Learn How to Be a Transcript Proofreader, she had three big goals.

She wanted to be able to take cross-country RV trips with her son and not have to worry

about taking time off.

She wanted to have the flexibility to be there for her son as he was growing up. She

wanted to be able to go to school events and be there for him in the summertime and

watch him grow up and not have to worry about being stuck in an office working for

someone else.
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And Lisa -- she’s amazing. When she first emailed me, she just had two more classes left for

her degree that she was getting, and she said I am going to put those two classes on hold

because I’ve had this goal of starting my proofreading business and having my own

business and doing what I want with my life, and I am tired of putting that goal on hold just

so I can get the next thing done and the next thing done.

So I’m going to put my college degree on hold, take this course, graduate, get clients, and

move on. And y’all, she did exactly that. She graduated, and she has been able to travel in

her RV, be there for her son, not be in an office, and just recently she graduated with her

degree. So she’s been able to check all those off her list and get the clients she wants and

make a difference in her life, not only for her but for her son too, which is -- it’s been

wonderful. I love watching her progress.

And another story I absolutely love from one of my graduates is Dawn’s story. She is a

mom of five grown kids, and she actually already had a full-time job when she started

transcript proofreading.

But she decided she wanted to keep her full-time job, but she also wanted the security and

just the confidence that comes from knowing that I have my own business. And she had

wanted one for a while, but she didn’t have the know-how or the confidence to go after

that goal.

So she started with transcript proofreading, and then after she graduated, she found out

that she was actually going to be laid off from her full-time job. But she said she didn’t

stress about it. She had the confidence of knowing that she could make enough money in

the interim between looking for jobs with her transcript proofreading and then just get

right into the next job when she was ready.

And she said she actually really enjoyed the time off, getting to proofread, interact with

her court reporters, take her time finding the next job that she wanted. And she sent me

an email and let me know that she found a job that paid way more than her previous job,

and she was still able -- going to keep working for her court reporters. But it gave her the

confidence to go after a job that she knew was going to be even better for her and have

the patience to wait for it.

And so I love that. Dawn has a little bit different shift than Lisa who was looking forward

to having a full-time job of being a proofreader. Dawn is working from home for another

company, but she also wanted to have her own business on the side, and she’s able to do

part-time proofreading and have the extra money, save up for retirement. I love this.
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She has this part of her email right here, “... know going in to my retirement years in the

next decade that I’ll be able to use this as a way to supplement my retirement.” So she’s set

up and ready to go, and she loves her new business. She’s always coming to -- letting us

know what she’s loving about it and what she’s working on and the clients she’s working

with. She’s a joy to work with.

So right now you’re probably saying I have some questions so I can know if it’s the right

thing for me. It worked for you, worked for Lisa, worked for Dawn, but what about my

particular situation? I have some questions about it.

So what skills do you need right now to get started? You should be a US English grammar

and spelling aficionado. Grammar and spelling should be things that you’re excited about.

You enjoy looking up rules. You enjoy looking up spellings inside the dictionary, and you’re

naturally good at them too.

You don’t have to have every grammar rule memorized. You don’t have to have every

spelling memorized. That’s why we have Google and Merriam-Webster and resources to

use because it would be impossible to have them all memorized. Y’all, I have

Merriam-Webster pulled up on every single job that I proofread still. I’ve been doing this

for years. Don’t feel like you have to be perfect at them, but you should really enjoy them

and have a knack for catching grammar and spelling errors.

You should be extremely attentive to detail. That just comes with proofreading. You

should be able to catch if there’s grammar and spelling errors. And with transcripts, it’s

also really important to keep track of who’s the person talking. If the person talking

changes, like the court reporter mixed up who was talking, you need to have that

attentiveness to detail to realize, oh, the speaker changed. I need to double check that

that’s correct or make sure that dates are consistent throughout the transcripts. So you

need to have an attentiveness to detail.

You need to be a killer researcher, and this kind of goes back up to the grammar and

spelling part where I said you don’t have to know every rule. You just have to be willing to

go look them up if you realize that they’re not correct.

And with transcript proofreading, you’re going to come across a lot of words, a lot of

terminology that you’re not familiar with just because the topics. I mean, you think about

legal cases. They can range anywhere from murders and rapes, abductions, abuse all the

way to construction issues or medical malpractice suits or car wrecks.
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And there’s so many different topics that you’ll come across as a transcript proofreader,

and sometimes you’ll come across words where you’re like, I have never heard this word in

my entire life, and who knows if I’ll ever hear it again? You’ll be kind of surprised, especially

if you proofread a lot of similar documents, what words come up a lot.

Instead of just marking a word and say, hey, court reporter, you need to double check that

this is correct, you need to be able to go research and make sure that word is correct. And

it doesn’t take long to do. You can usually do that research really quickly. I teach you

exactly how to do that inside Learn How to Be a Transcript Proofreader.

But it’s something that a lot of people are -- usually when something comes up that they

aren’t sure about, they push that off on someone else. They need to go work on it, and as a

transcript proofreader, you have to take the initiative to go research things yourself.

You need to be dependable. You need to be organized to be able to run your business. You

need to be professional, and everybody likes to work with a thoughtful person, a friendly

person. And so being thoughtful is important as well.

I cover all these inside my course about how to be good at grammar and spelling, how to

be attentive to detail, how to be a killer researcher all the way into how to be dependable,

organized, professional, thoughtful. But those are things that, if you start out with those

things are important to you as a person right now, then you’ll just build on them as you

grow your transcript proofreading business.

No degree is required. I’m actually a college dropout myself, and I have never once needed

a degree when I was proofreading. There’s isn’t a transcript proofreading degree to begin

with even. They are English degrees. There’s English literature degrees. There’s writing

degrees, but those don’t actually teach you how to proofread.

They’ll teach you about English, but they don’t teach you how to go through a transcript

and proofread it. They don’t teach you how to start your own business. So there’s not one

to have to worry about.

What court reporters care about is if you understand their field. You know what

transcripts are, working with attorneys, what it’s like being a court reporter, if you’re

familiar with legal terminology, if you understand what transcripts are and how you need

to proofread them.
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They care if you’re good at grammar and spelling, and they care if you are organized and

friendly in your business so that you make the process as easy as possible for them. And

that’s not something a degree will teach you because there’s not one out there for it.

That’s why it’s so important for transcript proofreaders to be specifically trained on how

to proofread transcripts and understand the court reporting world because that way you

can show up and be an exceptional proofreader in a very tight knit community. A lot of

court reporters know each other, a lot of proofreaders who show up. Word gets passed

around if a proofreader is really good and knows what they’re doing.

And if a proofreader isn’t very good and doesn’t really know what they’re doing, word

spreads very, very quickly in these very tightly knit communities that court reporters are

in. And it’s so important that you approach transcript proofreading not with a degree but

with the knowledge specifically that court reporters need you to have, and that’s why it’s

so important to have very specific training.

You aren’t expected to know all those things. You aren’t supposed to start your business

and magically know how to work with transcript proofreaders, but you should have

training to get you there so that when you do graduate, which -- from a course, you know

exactly what you’re doing, going and working with court reporters.

Now, for this next topic that we’re going to talk about -- how much money can I make --

remember that question that I asked you at the beginning where I asked you how much do

you want to make a month -- start making per month and then into the years ahead as a

transcript proofreader. Well, now we’re going to come here and talk about how much

money can I make as a transcript proofreader.

This depends on you, what your goals are, and how actively you go after clients. You can

either be a part-time proofreader, or you can be full time depending on what you want out

of your business, and that’s one of the things that’s so awesome about transcript

proofreading is you can set how much money you want to make as a transcript

proofreader.

If you only need to make a certain amount per month and you don’t have the time or the

desire to work hours and hours a month kind of like Dawn was, the graduate that I

mentioned earlier, you just have a certain amount you want to make. Then you only work

-- need to work with a couple three clients, and you’ll be good to go.
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Or if you’re wanting to go full time, go all in, make this happen for you, then you start

building up more clients, accepting more work, and you have the money that you need.

Now transcripts are billed per page, and that rate can vary on several factors including

how fast it needs to be turned around, what the transcript is about. There’s a lot of

different topics. I talk about those inside Learn How to Be a Transcript Proofreader. We’ll

make sure that you’re set up and good to go before you start getting clients.

So there’s a few factors that can come into play on how much money exactly you can make

per month. You can make anywhere, depending on if you just want to work with one client

and do a few transcripts a month. You can make a couple hundred dollars a month too. If

you’re going all in, you can make a few thousand a month.

Now, how much you can make per hour, that all depends too since it’s billed per page

instead of per hour, and it depends on you as well, like your level of comfort with

proofreading and what the transcript is like. But you can make anywhere from $20 usually

-- $15-$20 up to $80 or more an hour. It all varies on the type of job. And so you can, as a

transcript proofreader, start collecting the clients that you need that give you the money

that you need each month.

And here’s a handful of screenshots of payments that I’ve received from different court

reporters in a month. Each of these are the -- the red circled amounts are monthly

amounts that I’ve gotten from different court reporters. Different court reporters will

mean different amounts per month, and that’s why you can kind of mix and match your

court reporters that you want to work with to get the kind of income that you want per

month.

But if you see, like right here, if you’ve got a couple of these clients right here, if you’re

wanting to make over $1,000 a month, you just need -- you can just have just two, three

clients and have the money that you need and start bringing in what you want.

Or if you’re just needing a little bit per month, you can even just work with one client, have

a car payment or a mortgage payment or your groceries or whatever, your gas bill,

whatever it is, paid for per month just even with a court reporter or two.

Another grad story that I absolutely love. Y’all, I love my grads if you can’t tell by now. They

are just amazing. Jim is one of my graduates who had a goal when he first started

proofreading to quit his job and work full time. He was looking for these kind of payment

numbers coming in consistently so that he could quit his job.
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And he was in a phone support job, and he wasn’t happy. He wanted something different in

his life, so his goal was to get to a point where he could quit his job, focus on proofreading,

and he went all in. He did -- he followed the course. He jumped in. He was diligent.

He knocked everything out, and he was able to quit at less than a month after graduating.

And now he’s much happier, less stressed, working on his own time, doing something that

he’s good at and he loves to do.

Jim is amazing, and hearing him talk about how he quit his job is such -- it’s just -- it’s such a

good feeling to see his face light up talking about it. And here’s proof that although the

proofreading field is very heavily dominated by a lot of women, guys make awesome

proofreaders too. Jim is a perfect example of that.

So another good question that I get quite a bit is can I proofread if I live in another

country? And absolutely. Yes, you can. That’s another awesome thing about transcript

proofreading is not only do you not have to report to a boss, you can make income on your

own. You don’t need a degree.

You can work wherever you want. So court reporters don’t care where you live. They care

if you’re good at what you do. Will you turn the job in on time? And that’s what they care

about.

So what’s important is wherever you’re at, if you have an internet connection to get and

send back jobs and that you have a way to convert currency. So if you are a US citizen

living in another country, you can just bill like normal, and court reporters will pay you in

US dollars and you’re fine.

If you live in another country like the UK or Australia where you don’t have the US dollar,

you’ll just need a way to convert currency between your -- when the court reporter pays

you, and there’s several different platforms that allow you to do that. PayPal, for instance,

is one that most court reporters are comfortable paying in, and PayPal converts between

most currencies really easily.

So there are court reporters in other countries. The UK, for instance, has court reporters,

and the transcripts are fairly similar. There’s a little bit of a difference. My focus is

US-based, our legal system here, US English grammar, which you know is a little bit

different between like if you’re in the UK or Australia as well as if you’re a US citizen and

you need to set up your business. Those are going to be specifically focused on the US.
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But if you live anywhere in the world as a US citizen, that’s -- I mean, you can work with

court reporters no problem. And even if you work -- live in other countries that aren’t in

the US, as long as you’re confident and comfortable with English grammar, English spelling,

then you can work for court reporters here in the US.

But to the point of you must be fluent in not just English grammar but conversational US

English. That’s because transcripts are the verbatim spoken word, and so it’s very

important that you’re comfortable reading and understanding the flow of conversational

English.

It’s very different than a formal essay or a blog post or an email that you’re sending out

where everything has to be perfect. The grammar is perfect. The wording is perfect. Like I

mentioned before, when you talk, you talk differently than how you would normally write,

and there’s a lot of slang terms and terminology that comes up that is very different than

formal English.

And so if you’re not familiar or comfortable or actually fluent in conversational US English,

then it can be impossible to proofread transcripts, and that’s because -- just because of the

verbatim nature of writing down exactly what’s being said.

So it’s very important that you understand US English grammar and spelling but that you

understand the conversational aspect of it as well. And if conversational US English is easy

for you; you’re comfortable with it; you can sit there and talk and read it forever, then

you’ll be just fine.

Now, one question is how much time do I need to set aside to proof to be able to make the

income that I want? I don’t want to be stuck in my chair all day proofreading. I have a life. I

want to do more. And this once again, just like your income, depends on your goals and

how much money you want to make and how much time do you want to proofread.

And I, myself, have actually gone between part-time and full-time proofreading for years. I

started off part time, and I gradually increased my clients as I needed more money, and I

went full time, quit my job. All I did was transcript proofreading, so I needed more income,

more clients.

And then as I started to branch into being the Proofreading Business Coach and spending

more time helping others start their transcript proofreading business, I let go of some

clients. I actually shared them with my graduates.
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Now, I work with a couple court reporters a month, and I’ve gone back down to part-time

proofreading. And if I ever needed to pick it back up again, then I just get a couple more

clients and start building it back up. So that’s what’s handy for you is you can work with as

many or as few clients as your schedule allows, as your budget allows, and you can be

flexible depending on where you’re at in life.

And the handy thing is you won’t start with a full schedule of clients all at once. You’re not

going to have instantly, as soon as you graduate, 10 clients right there that you have to

immediately start proofreading for.

You’re going to start with one or two clients and build up as you need, which is perfect

because that way you can learn how to balance your workload with other responsibilities

and build up your clients as you need. And you can decide what works for you.

You can be like Jim, and you work on being able to quit your job and go full time right away,

or you can balance out what you need like Dawn who just did it gradually and has the court

reporters she needs to still be able to have a full-time job. And that’s what I love about the

flexibility of transcript proofreading.

Another thing is, is there enough work right now? What if I go in, I learn how to be a

transcript proofreader, I go out and start trying to get clients, and what if there isn’t

enough work for me out there?

Y’all, there is so much work. I even, with just a couple clients per month, can still be

overwhelmed with the amount of work that I get in, and my graduates have been getting

work in consistently as well. I mean, you can see a couple of these screenshots that I have

here is this grad -- she hasn’t had to market since the beginning of January because work

keeps coming in consistently that she can handle.

And then here she says that, “I have court reporters coming out of my ears today!” And

she actually shared this in the graduate group and shared some of the court reporters that

needed work done with some of the proofreaders there, and the court reporters were

covered.

And the reason for that is, since 2020 when the lockdowns happened, many of the

proceedings moved to Zoom because they weren’t able to bring in all the attorneys in one

spot, the witnesses in one spot during the lockdowns.
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So what they did was they moved to Zoom. And so now, attorneys can schedule much

more efficiently. They don’t even have to worry about flying in witnesses from across the

United States. They can just pull them up on Zoom and get right to work. And that means,

because attorneys can now schedule more efficiently, court reporters have more work

doing reporting those jobs that the attorneys have, and grads have been busy. I’ve been

busy.

It is something that -- it has not slowed down or taken a beat. There is so much work out

there, which means we need your help getting in there and being good proofreaders for

court reporters.

I actually had a court reporter email me, and I had to turn her away. I’m too full. I had too

much work to do, and she said that’s the problem that she is finding a lot of times is that all

the good proofreaders are taken up, and it’s just the mediocre ones that didn’t get the

training that they needed, that haven’t applied themselves to their job that -- are the ones

left.

And now when a court reporter emails me, I can send them to my graduate group, so even

though I’m booked, my graduates can now be the really good proofreaders that court

reporters need.

And you may be thinking, well, that’s great there’s a lot of work right now. That’s a relief to

hear. But I don’t have experience knowing how to proofread for court reporters. When I

got started transcript proofreading, I had never even seen a transcript from start to finish,

let alone how to proofread one and what all went into the court reporter’s job and what

went into the proofreader’s job, and it’s a little overwhelming feeling when you’re, like,

well, I don’t have the experience. So will they even want to hire me?

And you are in the same place that every single person is when they first start learning

how to proofread for court reporters, when they first have that desire to. No one knows

how to transcript proof, start a business, or market from the beginning. You aren’t

expected to know.

You don’t have to know those things. Coming in and learning something, even if you’re a

general proofreader because general proofreading is so different from transcript

proofreading, even if you’re a general proofreader, you aren’t expected to come in

knowing exactly how to be a great transcript proofreader. And that’s what I’m here to help

you with.
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And -- awesome note, by the end of Learn How to Be a Transcript Proofreader, you’ll have

plenty of experience working with real-life transcripts so that when you start working

with court reporters, it’s just like transitioning straight from everything you were

practicing on. Now you’re just working with a court reporter instead of practicing on the

real-life transcripts.

So how do you get started as a transcript proofreader regardless of your background or

experience? This all sounds like it could actually work. You’re excited about it. This is the

life that you want to live. You know that you’re going to love transcript proofreading, that

you’re going to enjoy being your own boss, making money, getting clients on your terms.

But how do you get started as a transcript proofreader? And that’s where I come in to help

you. I have created a course that is specifically designed to teach you exactly what you

need to know to proofread transcripts, set up and manage your business, and get clients

so that you can start your business with experience and confidence.

It’s called Learn How to Be a Transcript Proofreader. You’ve heard me mention it

throughout this course here and talk about the graduates that I have. But it’s a

three-phase course specifically designed so you can learn everything you need to know to

be the proofreader court reporters want to work with all on your own schedule.

The course is sectioned into three phases so that you can work through it on your own

timeline. You get to start from the very beginning making your own rules on how you want

to set up your schedule. And the first phase is Introduction to Transcript Proofreading

where you learn about transcripts and court reporters and get your business set up.

In the second phase, you get to learn how to proofread, and you practice on real-life

transcripts. So I give you transcripts my court reporters have given me permission to share

with you. You get to go in and practice on them so that you’re actually getting experience

doing the real thing so that when you graduate, you’re no longer going in as a newbie;

you’re going in as an experienced proofreader knowing what you’re doing.

And then in the first phase, you get to learn how to manage your business, set up your

rates, and learn how and where to get clients without feeling icky or sleazy about doing it.

I teach you a real personal way to that where you feel like you’re going in and helping your

court reporters, and they’re excited to hear from you. So each phase is broken down into

step-by-step lessons so you know exactly what you want to do to get your business

started.
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And it’s all on your own timeline. I have the course broken down into eight weeks so that if

you want to get it done in just a matter of weeks you can do that. Or if you want to take

more time, you can do that as well.

So let’s cover inside Phase 1, the very first one that you’re going to get into, what you get.

You get step-by-step lessons so you know exactly what to do to get your business

launched. I don’t leave you to try to figure it out on your own.

I give you step-by-step lessons with instructional videos, written course material, and

detailed assignments to check off. So after you go through a lesson, you don’t have to

wonder, well, what am I supposed to do from here? I give it to you, and there are even little

check boxes so you can check them off. I love to check off check boxes. Are you the same

way? It’s just that feeling of accomplishment.

And one of my favorite parts of the course and what my graduates love too is the private

community where you receive interactive support from me and your peers, other students

who are going through it. Graduates are in there to answer questions, help you name your

business, work through transcripts. I’m there, in there regularly answering questions.

Graduates and your peers are in there too. You’re not left on your own to go through and

figure this out on your own.

So inside Phase 1, you have several lessons that you’ll go through where you’ll understand

court reporters and their transcripts. You’ll understand what type of transcripts you’ll

proofread. You’ll learn the most common legal terms that you’ll come across as you’re

proofreading because, of course, since these are legal documents, you’re going to come

across a lot of legal terms.

And no, you don’t need to be an attorney to understand them. I’ve given you places where

you can go research extra legal terms and given you the most common ones that you’ll

come across so that when you see them in a transcript, it’s not going to throw you for a

loop.

And the really exciting part is you get to name your business, create your email and your

business page, and you get started on forming your business entity all in this first phase.

Your business comes alive right from the start, and you can work through it again on your

own pace, in your own time, but each one is a step-by-step lesson with assignments.

And that’s actually one thing that my graduates have loved about this course. It’s been the

best components of the course is that you broke absolutely everything down into
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manageable chunks and efficient processes. And she was able to see easily what she

needed to work on and knowing that she was getting stuff done. That’s how the course is

designed. So that way you can check things off, get things done, get your business started,

get out, go get clients, start living the life that you want to live.

Everything is on your own timeline. You can move through this slowly or as quickly as you

want. There’s no expiration dates. There’s no obligation to continue. In other words, you

do what works for you.

You get unlimited support and encouragement from myself inside my zero-drama

transcript proofreading community. We are focused on proofreading and building our

businesses and supporting each other, and I’m in there personally, in there helping answer

questions and support you and the step-by-step lessons with video and written course

material.

So I created Learn How to Be a Transcript Proofreader to help you get your time back as

quickly as possible. I know that it takes time to go through a course. It takes time to get

clients. It takes time to proofread transcripts once you get clients, and you may be thinking

life gets crazy.

How am I supposed to have time to do this, even if it’s in phases? And I hear you, and that’s

why I created this course so that you don’t have to go through all the struggles and the

frustration that I went through when I started, trying to figure out what the heck am I

doing, and how am I supposed to do this correctly?

I know one of the reasons you’re watching this right now is because you want more time

freedom in your life, right? And this is one way that I am helping you get that freedom, get

your time back is by giving you step-by-step exactly what you need to do so you can get in

and get out.

Brandi is a perfect example of somebody who was able to go through the course in

actually record time. She was -- she’s a mom of a preteen and a toddler, and she had a baby

on the way when she enrolled, and she took I think a couple weeks off once her baby was

born and jumped right back in.

And she graduated and had her first client within just days of graduating. And she said how

she was able to do that is she just “... made the decision that I’m going to succeed.” And she

made the course a priority, and then she said it wasn’t easy, but she just kept telling herself

to show up for her.
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And now she said that she has a purpose beyond being a mother and gotten some of her

own identity back in working on something for herself. And she -- not only is she an

amazing proofreader and working with plenty of work with her court reporters, she’s also

very active inside the community. So when you join, you get to meet her, and she is in there

answering questions and supporting the students all the time. She is wonderful, wonderful

to have in the course.

If you try to learn everything by yourself, it will take even more time, and you won’t have

the support and the resources. You won’t know if what am I doing? Is it correct? What if I

have a question on something? Where am I supposed to go to? How am I supposed to

prepare myself and have time to do it all? And you don’t have to worry about that when

you’re inside a course.

There’s no reason that you have to start from square one like I did. There’s no reason you

have to struggle getting your business started, figuring out how to be a transcript

proofreader. You can just stand on my shoulders and go.

I’ve given you an exact outline of what you need to do is just getting started with Learn

How to Be a Transcript Proofreader where you go through these lessons right here, get

your business set up, get all of these things here: your business email, your page and entity

started, learn about transcript proofreading and the legal terms, what court reporters are.

You can get started today learning all that for just $97, less than 100 bucks. You can get in

and get started on your dream as a transcript proofreader.

I’ve had these wonderful students go through the course. Kim loved learning about

naming her business. Danielle -- she enrolled in the Phase 1, flew through it, and was ready

to go into Phase 2 in no time flat. She was enjoying it. Just examples of how not -- even

from week one like Maria here is she feels like she’s learned so much already, and she’s

looking forward to getting to know everybody.

Life is too short to have to ask for permission from a boss to take time off work, to be stuck

in a traditional 9-to-5 schedule where you have to show up at a certain time. You have to

take your lunch break at a certain time. You have to leave at a certain time, or maybe

there’s even overtime.

And life is too short to miss out on doing what you want and spending time with those you

love because you’re stuck in a job that you don’t like, to begin with, and doesn’t pay you

enough. Life is too short to do that.

2021-2022 | Elizabeth J. Wiegner, The Proofreading Business Coach | All rights reserved

https://theproofreadingbusinesscoach.com/transcriptproofreader/


Great example of that is Renee. She’s the last graduate story I’ll share. Her story is so

inspiring. She joined the course. Her goal was to quit her more than full-time job. She was

constantly having to work mandatory overtime.

She ran into a lot of setbacks working on getting her business started. A lot of it had to do

with just the exhausting schedule that she was on. But the entire time she kept her goal

front and center. She kept showing up. She kept working.

And now she just announced that she has a quit date planned, and she is going to go full

time into proofreading, and she’s so excited. In fact, Renee is a former court reporter

herself. She decided she wanted to be a proofreader for court reporters instead of being a

court reporter, and she has her story of just sticking with it, making it happen even when

she was crazy busy. It’s just -- it’s been so inspiring.

And like she said here, “I’ll be driving to work today with a big smile on my face,” knowing

that she has the skills she needs. Now she has an end date in mind, and she’s going to have

that freedom in her life now that she can step away from this exhausting job that she’s in.

So if you’ve had a dream like Renee, Dawn, Jim, Lisa, the other students that I’ve shared in

here, if you’ve had a dream to have more freedom and flexibility in your life, making money

doing something that you love, here is your chance to make it happen. And you can make a

decision right now.

Next year you can be in the same place you were before you joined me here, or you can be

making money on your terms and living the life you want to have because you have your

own proofreading business. And you can make that decision right now.

For $97, join Learn How to Be a Transcript Proofreader. Hop inside. Start working on your

goals. Decide if this is the thing that you want to do for you. I am right there to help you

every single step of the way, and you can see these testimonials right here.

This student right here, she said she woke up in the middle of the night and saw an email

from Wave, which is our invoicing software that I recommend, that she had been paid. She

was so excited. It’s a dream come true because she’s wanted to have her own business for

years now, and now she has a business where she can get clients and get paid.

This student is Candace here. She’s a mom of a toddler, and you know how sometimes they

just don’t sleep very well. Well, Candace was able to take care of her daughter at night and
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then stay in bed late and did some proofreading from bed. That’s the kind of flexibility that

you can have. And we know especially, as moms or if you’re working a full-time job, or if

your life is just crazy, sometimes -- actually, a lot of times you need that kind of flexibility.

So remember at the beginning, way at the beginning, I asked you why you wanted to start

your proofreading business. I had gone through a lot of things where I was like, these

factored a lot into the reasons why I wanted to. And what’s your reason, why you want to

start your proofreading business? Think back to that answer and know that it’s just as

matter of taking that first step to get there towards that goal of why you want to have

your own business.

And you being here right now is an indication that that reason is really important to you.

This isn’t something that you just thought off the top of your head, and you’re like, eh, I

might. This is something that you have invested time into already, and you’re excited about

it. You’re thinking about it, and you being here is proof that it’s important to you, that

reason for you wanting to start your business.

So right now, give you a chance. You probably spend your life serving others, giving

yourself to others, showing up. You’re going to work to pay your bills, support your family.

It’s time that you give you a chance and invest in yourself and your future. That’s an

investment that will not go to waste.

That’s an investment that keeps growing that you can build on, and you can get started

today for $97, get access to Learn How to Be a Transcript Proofreader, the step-by-step

lessons, the private community, the detailed assignments. I’m right there with you, helping

support you every step of the way.

And I’ll end with my favorite quote. Proceed as if success is inevitable. You have all the

tools you need to get started. You have you and your determination to invest in yourself

and make this work.

I’m here to help you go through Introduction to Transcript Proofreading and the rest of

Learn How to Be a Transcript Proofreader to help you get there each step of the way, to

answer your questions, to be your biggest cheerleader along the way. And you have what

it takes to make your success inevitable.

So head over to TheProofreadingBusinessCoach.com/TranscriptProofreader. I’ll drop the

link here. Get started on Introduction to Transcript Proofreading, and I will see you inside.
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